GOLDEN STATE SOCCER LEAGUE

Procedures, Rules and Regulations

ARTICLE VII - FIELDS AND EQUIPMENT

A. Home clubs are responsible for supplying an adequate field for play. The field shall be in good

condition, as determined by the referee, and appropriate size. Clubs are strongly urged to provide

appropriate restroom facilities within a reasonable distance from the field. The field shall also have

proper markings, goal nets and corner flags. Violation of this Section may result in sanctions or forfeiture

of the affected scheduled match(es). A form for complaints regarding fields is provided in Appendix I.

As referenced in this Section, "appropriate size" shall mean USSF recommendations:

Length Width

Minimum

U9 & U10

100 yards (Goal Size 8'x24')

60 yards (Goal Size 7’x21’)

50 yards

40 yards

Maximum

U9 & U10

130 yards (Goal Size 8'x24')

90 yards (Goal Size 7’x21’)

100 yards

60 yards

B. Unless local jurisdictions determine otherwise, the home team shall select its side of the field and the

visiting team shall take the other side. All coaches, substitute players, other team officials and

spectators for a team shall be on their side of the field only (when physically possible).

C. Both teams shall have a ball available for play in accordance with FIFA regulations. The referee shall

select the ball from the home team as the match ball unless it is not up to standards. For U9 through

U12 age groups, the ball shall be size #4. For U13 through U19 age groups, the ball shall be size #5.

League age groups that consist of teams in multiple age groups will use the ball size consistent with the

oldest age group in the division. For example - a division with both U12 and U13 teams will play with a

size #5 ball. Recommended field size for U9 and U10 is 50 yards by 75 yards. Size of goal should be 21

feet wide by 7 feet high.

D. No player shall participate in the match wearing hard soled street shoes or without shoes. Tennis shoes,

rubber soled shoes, or shoes with molded or screw-in studs are permissible.

E. Shin pads shall be appropriate for the size of the player and worn as designed: in the full and upright

position at all times during play. Shin pads shall be completely covered by the socks.

F. All teams shall be required to have 2 sets of jerseys, each being of contrasting color, for each player on

the team. The home team will wear jerseys of the club’s home color (dark) with visiting teams wearing

jerseys of alternate and contrasting colors. Should there be any color conflict the referee will make a

decision. With the exception of the goalkeepers, all players shall wear a standard team uniform only,

with a clearly visible number on the back of the jersey. Players may wear long sleeve shirts under their

jerseys provided that all such shirts are of the same color as the outer jersey being worn. Players may

wear compression shorts, biking shorts or tights under their uniform shorts provided that such shorts or

tights are the same color as the team's uniform shorts and do not extend below the knee. Logos,

trademarks, emblems or any other insignia expressing, promoting or otherwise symbolizing alcohol,

tobacco or controlled substances (drugs) are specifically prohibited.
G. No player with a bleeding or oozing wound or wearing blood-soaked clothing, as determined by the

referee, shall be allowed to take part or to continue playing in any match. A wound has to be adequately

covered and blood-soaked clothing may not be worn. Use of blood by a player as a means to assault

another person shall be punished as serious foul play/violent conduct.

H. In the event that the home clubs fail to make the fields required by these Regulations available for the

matches a minimum of ten (10) days prior to the first play-date of the season, the visiting team(s) shall

have the right to require that the match, or matches, be rescheduled as a home match, or matches, for

the visiting team(s). Such rescheduling shall not result in an exchange of home and away matches

between the teams; rather it will result in the loss of a home match for the originally scheduled home

team and an additional home match for the original visiting team.
ARTICLE VIII - REFEREES

A. Referees officiating Golden State Soccer League matches are expected to be thoroughly familiar with

the rules that govern League play.

B. Referees are expected to be on time for matches in order to conduct credentials and safety inspection

prior to team warm-up. The pre-match inspection should be specifically limited to credentials and safety.

“Lecturing” on the rules of the match should be avoided.

C. Referees shall inspect each player's equipment before the start of play or before any player will be

permitted to play in the match. Players wearing orthopaedic casts, air splint or metal splint or any item

considered by the referee to be dangerous to the player wearing the equipment or other players shall

not be eligible to participate in the match. Players wearing eyeglasses or sport goggles shall be

permitted to play in League matches.

D. League matches should be officiated by 3 current USSF referees holding a license of grade 8 or better.

A minimum of 1 currently licensed referee and 2 club linesmen is acceptable for age groups U9 through

U15 Silver and Bronze. For the U15 Gold and U16 and older age groups, refer to the Neutral Referee

Program Policies in Article XX.

In the absence of assigned officials, the following solution priority is to be adhered to:

1. For the selection of game officials, assignments under the Neutral Referee Program will have

priority in all cases for which the program is put in place. Responsibility for all other assignments

lies with the Club that is hosting any particular match. In the event the visiting team was to

provide 1 or more officials as a result of disciplinary action or agreement prior to a match, the

visiting team will be considered to be the hosting team, and vice versa, for sake of this

paragraph D.

2. THREE match officials are needed for all league matches; they will exercise the Diagonal

System of Control. The officials should be qualified referees, i.e., currently licensed, adequately

experienced and physically fit for the match level they are going to officiate.

3. The right of the referee to dispense with the services of an assistant referee under the

provisions of Law VI of the FIFA Laws of the Game is not affected by any of the procedures

stated in this paragraph D.

4. Officials assigned to the match should not be affiliated with either team through personal

relationship or functional role. Any affiliation of officials with a team, whether they are assigned

to officiate or stepping in under one of the provisions below, must be disclosed to the other team

before the start of the match. The city, or town, of residence of a referee is not considered to be

an affiliation with a team from the same city, or town.

5. In case an assigned referee or assistant referee is determined to be affiliated with the hosting

team, the visiting team has the right to nominate a qualified referee of their own choice who is

present at the site, for the role in question. This referee may be affiliated with the visiting team

only if no unaffiliated, qualified referee is available to officiate in the match.

6. In case the assigned referee or an assigned assistant referee did not show up in time to start

the match as scheduled, the visiting team has the right to assign an unaffiliated, qualified

referee for each open position. A qualified referee who is affiliated with the visiting team shall

officiate under this rule only if no unaffiliated, qualified referee from the hosting Club is available.

7. In case the visiting team does not make use of option under Section 5 or 6, an otherwise

qualified referee who is affiliated with the hosting team will be permitted to officiate as center

referee or assistant referee.

8. If, after fifteen (15) minutes beyond the scheduled kick-off or, if the prior game is running late,

fifteen (15) minutes following the conclusion of the game played immediately prior to the game

in question, and after considering all options in procedures 1 through 7 and the center referee

position still cannot be filled, the home team will forfeit the game. If, after considering options in

procedures 1 through 7 a center referee position is filled the other two positions will be club

linespersons and should be filled by assigning one person from each team. Should one team

not be able to furnish any linespersons both may be accepted from one team.

9. In the event that a previously assigned official appears after a match commenced with an

alternative official, the previously assigned official may complete the match upon agreement of

both coaches.

10. Failure of the hosting league to provide 3 qualified officials for a match not affiliated with the

hosting team shall be noted on the match report prior to the start of the match, and the match

secretary shall inform the Disciplinary Committee of this matter. The Disciplinary Committee

may impose sanctions against the hosting Club in such a case. Failure to obey applicable

procedures in Sections 1 through 7 may result in disciplinary action against the perpetrating

party, including but not limited to forfeit of the match in question. A complaint form for this

purpose is provided in Appendix I. Qualified assistant referees shall be assigned with

experience appropriate for the matches to which they are assigned.

E. The referee's judgment with regard to the physical conditions of the field and its acceptance for play, to

the actual happenings and occurrences related to the conduct of the match and those responsibilities

and powers granted him/her by the "Laws of the Game" shall not be challenged.

F. Referees and assistant referees must be a minimum of fourteen (14) years old, have a minimum of two

(2) years experience as an assistant referee and be at least two (2) years older than the age-group that

he/she will be officiating. Age limitation will not apply to referees that are grade 6 (state level) or above,

or referees recommended by the District Referee Committee.

G. Each participating team in GSSL is required to have available one person to act as a club linesperson at all matches in which the team will be participating. The linesperson must be familiar with Laws of the

Game and GSSL rules. It is highly recommended that the assigned individual to have completed a

referee clinic.
ARTICLE IX - PLAYER PASSES, COACHES PASSES AND MATCH CARDS

A. The referees shall verify the identity of each player and coach with his/her player pass. The referee shall

collect the passes of all players and coaches who will be participating in the match. Any player who

does not have a valid player pass shall not play in the match. Any player whose name is not entered on

the match card shall not play until their name has been entered.

B. A valid, laminated player pass shall be an approved USYSA player pass with all information filled in,

including the team name. The player's current photo shall be laminated to the card and stamped by the

District Registrar or District Commissioner.

C. If a player participates in a match without a valid player pass and is not on the official team roster, or

such player is otherwise ineligible to play, the player's team shall forfeit the match. Other disciplinary

action may be imposed by the League on the player and/or the coach. All allegations relating to the use

of ineligible players shall be addressed to the Disciplinary Committee.

D. The coach of the home team shall provide the match card to the visiting team prior to the start of the

match, signed by officials of each team and with the proper portions filled out. The visiting team shall

complete their portion of the card and give it to the referee prior to the start of play. Both coaches are

responsible for ensuring that Match Secretary's name and address appear on the match card.

1. Any player(s) or team official(s) who did not participate in the match because of a suspension

should be so noted on the match card and initialed by the referee. It is the coach's responsibility

to make sure this has been done.

2. The names of all team players with jersey numbers must be listed on the match card. Players

not expected to play for any reason must have a line drawn through their names by the team

official prior to presenting the match card.

E. For each team, an adult with a valid team official’s pass for the team playing shall be present and

responsible for his/her team during the entire match and he/she shall sign the match card.

F. Any coach who plays a player that is not properly registered with his or her team will be subject to

disciplinary action, which may include suspension.

ARTICLE X – COACHING

A. Coaching from the touchline, i.e., giving directions to one's own team on points of strategy and position, is

permitted provided:

1. No physical or mechanical devices are used

2. The tone of voice is informative and not abusive

B. No coaching by anyone may take place anywhere but at his/her own bench area during the match. A

team's bench area shall be that area 1 yard away from the touchline and extending 10 yards in each direction

from the halfway line. If both teams locate their bench area on the same side of the field due to existing adverse

conditions, then each bench area shall be limited to an area one yard from the touchline and extending 20 yards

in one direction from the halfway line, each team in a different direction.

ARTICLE XI – SUBSTITUTIONS

A. Players may be substituted only at the following times:

1. Prior to a throw-in for the substituting team

2. Prior to a goal kick by either team

3. After a goal by either team

4. After an injury when the referee has stopped play, by either team

5. At half time

6. When the referee has stopped play to caution a player, only the cautioned player may be

substituted

B. The number of substitutes shall be unlimited. Any player removed from the match may re-enter the

match an unlimited number of times, at a stoppage of the match as specified.

C. Substitutes shall enter the field only at the halfway line on their team's side of the field, and only when

the referee has signaled the substitute to come onto the field. Players should leave the field at the

halfway line on their team's side of the field unless the referee has signaled or has given concurrence

for a player to leave the field elsewhere.
